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The Occupational Outlook Handbook (OOH) is compiled by the United States Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. It has the most up-to-date national data on thousands of careers.  

Here you can find almost everything you need to know about an occupation before you 
decide to take that path…Go to https://www.bls.gov/ooh/ 

From this page, you can view occupations by group using the left-side menu: 

 
Or, you can search for a specific occupation by typing it into the search box at the top 
right of the screen: 

 

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
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Here, we searched for “mechanical engineering.” Links to the profiles of the most 
relevant matches for your search will appear. Click on the link for the occupation you 
want to learn more about: 

 
This will open the “Summary” tab for that occupation where you can view some quick 
information about the occupation before diving deeper: 
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The “What They Do” tab outlines the typical job duties reported by people who work in 
this field and often describes sub-specialties within this career: 

 
While the “Work Environment” tab shows you the typical places you will find these 
people working, number of hours worked, and other things about the job setting: 
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“How to Become One” is an important tab to read because it describes the typical 
educational requirements and any additional things you must complete in order to 
pursue this occupation. Many occupations require a Bachelor’s Degree or higher, and 
some require additional licensure or certification. 

 
The “Pay” tab shows you actual data on wages in this occupation, gathered by the US. 
Department of Labor: 
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And the “Job Outlook” tab outlines the projections on how/why this occupation may 
grow or decline in the future, as well as how you may improve your job prospects: 

 
The “State & Area Data” tab is where you can see data on salary and number of jobs per 
state for the previous year. Click on the link to the occupation and then scroll down to 
the map.  
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California had the 2nd higest level of employment in the nation, representing more than 
1 job in every thousand, with pay landing at over $100,000 annually in the mid-range: 

 
Use the “Similar Occupations” tab to explore other occupations that share things in 
common with this occupation. You may find that there are other career paths you are 
interested in that you hadn’t considered: 
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And finally, the “More Info” tab provides links to valuable online references for this 
occupation, like professional organizations and student associations: 

 
 

Career advising and additional resources are available at the Career Center! 

 

https://www.avc.edu/studentservices/career

