
 

Academic Skills 

Learning Center  

WELCOME!  
 
The AVC Learning Cen-

ter is here to help you reach 
your full potential.  A vast ar-
ray of services including face-
to-face and online writing  
tutoring, academic skills devel-
opment, computer-assisted and 
supplemental instruction, ESL 
and OSD services, are available 
to assist you to develop your 
skills and to help ensure your 
success in your individual 
courses and throughout your 
progress at AVC. These learn-
ing assistance services will help 
you succeed in academics, ob-

tain better employment, receive 
your AA degree or vocational 
certificate, or transfer to a 4-
year university. We want to 
equip you for independent 
lifelong learning as you pursue 
your educational and career 
goals to ensure you are ready 
and able to strive towards your 
full potential.  

 
You are welcome at the 

Learning Center! Do yourself a 
favoréUSE IT. Use it regu-
larly.  Agnes Jose-Eguaras who 
manages the AVCõs Basic Skills 
Initiative and the day-to-day 
operations of the Learning 

Center, the faculty, the tutorial 
specialists, lab technicians and 
tutors are all here to make sure 
your educational experience at 
AVC results in empowering 
you to be all that you can be. 
We look to forward to seeing 
you soon! 
 
Dr. Charlotte Fort®- Parnell 
Dean, Instructional Resource/ 
Extended Services and Lan-
guage Arts 

The Learning Center 

Message from the Deané 

Even students with good 
grades might be a little lacking 
when it comes to academic 
skills!  Time management, for 
example, has been identified as 
one of the most critical skills 
for college success, yet even 
our best students struggle to 
manage their time. 

The Academic Skills Center 
offers the following services: 

One-on-one appointments 
with a faculty learning spe-
cialist to assess studentsõ 
learning styles and study 
skills and to develop a plan 
to develop new or adapt or 
change their current study 
techniques to make them 
more efficient and effective 
learners. 

Diagnostic services: Learn-
ing Assessment Battery and 
Study Behaviors Inventory. 

Study skills tutors to work 

with students to learn to 
manage  their study time and  
practice better study tech-
niques adapted to their learn-
ing styles. 

Peer mentors who serve as 
positive role models of suc-
cessful students, coaches for 
academic skills, empathetic 
listeners, and as resources 
for campus information.  

Faculty-led workshops on 
a variety of study skills top-
ics. 

Handouts, videos, and 
web links for various study 
skills and learning improve-
ment topics. 

Early Alert, early interven-
tion for students who have 
at least one of the following 
characteristics: poor atten-
dance,  poor class perform-
ance, lacks motivation, late 
missing assignments,  writing 

problems, low exam / quiz 
scores,  lacks study skills, 
lack of participation, poor 
quantitative skills, reading 
comprehension problems, 
needs tutoring, needs per-
sonal counseling. 

Faculty consultation ser-
vices for faculty who wish 
to adapt their instructional 
techniques to meet the needs 
of varied learners. 

For further information please 
contact: 
Program Coordinator  
Dorothy Williams 
dwilliams@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 6461 
 
Adjunct Faculty: 
Karen Martin 
kmartin@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 2343 
 
Kristie Jorris 
kjorris@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 6461 
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Computer & Media Check-Out 

General Tutoring & SI 

ESL Study Center 

Computer & Media Check-Out 

ESL Study Center 

Our computer lab is primarily 

for classes and tutorials.  In 

addition, current students may 

use the computers as they are 

available. We provide: 

Permanently scheduled class 

use for instruction, primar-

ily for Math classes. 

Lab space for Learning 

Center tutorials. This in-

cludes workshops and other 

uses as needed by programs 

here in the Learning Center. 

Lab access for classes that 

do not have a computer lab 

but have a one-time need of 

a lab.  Instructors can check-

out the lab for a class on a 

first come, first served basis. 

Any remaining and avail-

able computers for aca-

demic use on a first-come, 

first served basis.  We may 

withhold computers in 

preparation for the above 

listed uses to prevent confu-

sion for both the class and 

other students. 

 

Lab Technician: 

Geary Cook 

gcook@avc.edu  

661-722-6300 ext. 6458 

to the ESL Study Center to 
discuss class work 
(homework or recently 
graded assignments and 
tests), or just come to prac-
tice a specific skill area.   

with a variety of resources, 
including handouts, web-
sites, and computer soft-
ware,  to provide extra prac-
tice.  

through the ESL Learning 
Specialist, Ms. Rega Velinda 
Leas, who provides student 
language learning assess-

ments, intervention, and 
instruction. She develops 
learning plans with individu-
als which focus on address-
ing difficulties and monitor-
ing student progress toward 
improvement and independ-
ence. 

 
For further information please 
contact: 
Program Coordinator: 
Rega Velinda Leas 
rleas@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 2713 

The ESL Study Center is 
designed to help AVC ESL 
students with their English 
language learning needs. We 
provide assistance: 

with culture, vocabulary, 
grammar, pronunciation, 
reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking. 

for native English speak-

ers who are developing their 
academic grammar skills in 
preparation for the 
GED or English 101. 

for  students  who may come 

subject and 1 hour in a 
second subject of tutoring 
per week. All students 
must have purchased an 
ASO sticker or be a mem-
ber of EOPS, STAR or 
OSD to receive services. 

The Supplemental In-
struction (SI) program is 
intended to help students 
in targeted historically 
difficult classes (high D, F, 
W rates) master course 
content while they de-
velop and integrate learn-
ing and study strategies. 
The program is not reme-

The General Tutoring and 
Supplemental Instruction 
(SI) programs at Antelope 
Valley College have offerings 
in many subject areas, such as 
chemistry, biology, psychology, 
and philosophy, just to name a 
few!     Tutors are trained and 
knowledgeable in the course 
content assigned to them.  

For General Tutoring 
services, students can sign 
up for tutoring at the 
General Tutoring Desk by 
completing a Tutor Re-
quest Form.  Students may 
receive 2 hours in one 

dial in nature, but rather 
focuses on reviewing course 
content and improving the 
studentsõ skills in lecture note 
taking, test/exam preparation, 
textbook reading skills, time 
management, and creating 
study aids and course-specific 
study strategies.  Every SI 
session uses the class 
notes as a springboard for 
discussion and introduces 
the appropriate study skills 
as they relate to mastery of 
course content. The real 
focus of SI is learning 
how to learn! !  It is com-
pletely voluntary and free! 

ñAn investment in 

knowledge always pays 

the best dividend. ñ 

-  Benjamin Franklin  
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Visit the General Tutoring 
desk, located in the Ante-
lope Valley College 
Learning Center, today 
for more information or 
to sign-up for services. 

For further information please 
contact: 
Program Coordinator: 
Dorothy Williams 
dwilliams@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 6461 
 
Tutorial Specialist: 
Raquel Trejo 
rtrejo4@avc.edu 
(661)722-6300, ext. 6233 

Tutorial Specialist: 
Michele Lathrop 
mlathrop@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 6984 



 

Math Center 

Writing Center 

Reading Center 

Reading Center  

The Math Center provides 
learning resources for all AVC 
students.  We offer an optimal 
study environment, classes, and 
a variety of services.  Dr. Mag-
dalena Caproiu (Math Learning 
Specialist) and Tasakyna Raper 
(Tutorial Specialist) work to-
gether to supervise and train 
employees and oversee the 
Math Center program. We are 
delighted to have many tutors 
and desk assistants that are 
trained and highly motivated to 
help students succeed in their 
Math or Math related classes. 
Our tutors and desk assistants 
are trained to help students 
develop study skills and be-
come independent learners. 
Any student enrolled in 

courses at AVC may enroll to 
use Math Center services. They 
are as follows: 

Supervised drop-in tutor-
ing  is available during all 
hours of operation. 

Tutoring by appointment 
is available for students en-
rolled in basic skills classes 
(50, 60, 70, 80, and 102).  
Students with disabilities and 
students that have taken a 
math class and failed it are 
automatically given an ap-
pointment; all other students 
must use the drop-in tutor-
ing and other Math Center 
services before being consid-
ered for an appointment. 

Resource check-out: Lec-

ture type videos on a variety 
of Math concepts, textbooks, 
solution manuals, practice 
exercises, and handouts.  

Math software for practice 
exercises and tutorials. 

Fast Track workshops for 
study skills or math topics 
are available by appointment. 

Math Center workshops 
are available for a variety of 
Math concepts.  

Math Center Web Site 
offers links to helpful math 
websites, handouts, and the 
workshop schedule.  

Supervised learning assis-
tance - individualized learn-
ing assistance with the Math 
Learning Specialist by ap-

Directed study groups for 
Reading Classes.  

One-on-one tutoring to 
help any AVC student in any 
course understand how to 
use his/her textbooks as a 
study tool 

Workshops on reading re-
lated topics 

Skills assessments and 
diagnostics by a faculty 
learning specialist  

Individualized Learning 
Plans developed by a faculty 
learning specialist to meet 
skill gaps  

Computer-assisted in-
struction for reading skill 
development  

Handouts on reading re-
lated topics  

In -class presentations on 
Textbook Reading and Note
-taking  

 
For further information please 
contact: 
Tutorial Specialist: 
Kether Foisel 
kfoisel@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 6863 

The Reading Center helps stu-

dents meet the challenges of 

academic reading. Students 

often feel overwhelmed by the 

amount and density of reading 

in college. Whether students 

are in developmental reading 

courses like Read 095, 097, 099 

or are in the Nursing program, 

the Reading Center has pro-

grams and services to meet the 

students' needs. We provide: 

One-on-one tutoring for 
Reading Classes 

Handouts and computer 

programs to improve writ-

ing and grammar skills. 

Access to writing hand-

books and dictionaries. 

Workshops on a variety of 

topics: thesis statement, es-

say organization, style and 

format, research paper, writ-

ing anxiety, grammar and 

punctuation, essay exams. 

The Writing Center is the one-

stop place for all your writing 

needs. Located in the north-

west corner of the Learning 

Center we provide: 

Individual and online tu-

toring for written assign-

ments from any AVC 

course.  

Small group tutoring ses-

sions. 

Instructional DVDs and 

videos. 

Independent learning 

plans developed by the stu-

dent and the Writing Center 

Learning Specialists. 

Web-based instructional 

materials. 

 

For further information please 
contact: 
Program Coordinator: 

ñEducationé Itôs knowing where 

to go to find out what you need 

to know, and itôs knowing how to 

use the information once you get 

it.  

ðWilliam Feather  
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Diane Flores-Kagan 
dfloreskagan@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 6018 
 
Adjunct Faculty: 
Wendy Rider 
wrider1@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 2981 
 
Tutorial Specialist: 
Michele Lathrop 
mlathrop2@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 6984 
 

 

 

Writing Center  

pointment. 
 
Program Coordinator: 
Dr. Magdalena Caproiu 
mcaproiu@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 6576 
 
Adjunct Faculty: 
Dezdemona Ginosian 
dginosian@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 2447 
 
Tutorial Specialist: 
Tasakyna Raper 
traper@avc.edu 
661-722-6300 ext. 6984 
 



 

Catch us on the Web! 

http://www.avc/edu/studentservices/lc  

Antelope Valley College prohibits discrimination and harassment based on sex, 

gender, race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, age, disability, marital 

status, sexual orientation, cancer-related medical condition, or genetic predis-

position. Upon request, we will consider reasonable accommodation to permit 

individuals with protected disabilities to (a) complete the employment or ad-

mission process, (b) perform essential job functions, (c) enjoy benefits and 

privileges of similarly-situated individuals without disabilities, and (d) partici-

pate in instruction, programs, services, activities, or events. 

Learning Center 

3041 West Avenue K 

Lancaster, CA 93536 

Phone: 661-722-6300 ext. 

6458 

For information about the newsletter, please call 

or e-mail: 

Michele Lathrop 

Phone: 661-722-6300 ext. 6984 

E-mail: mlathrop2@avc.edu 

Learning Center Map  

Jose-Eguaras had worked as senior 
program and project manager at the 
Los Angeles Times, UCLA Anderson 
School of Management, College of 
the Canyons and Los Angeles County 
MTA/Metro. She also taught Eng-
lish, ESL, Developmental Communi-
cations and Reading courses at Los 
Angeles Mission College, College of 
the Canyons and Pasadena City Col-
lege for more than five years. Her 
passion is education and helping stu-
dents succeed and achieve their goals. 
We welcome Ms. Agnes Jose-Eguaras 
to our Learning Center team and look 
forward to working with her.  

Agnes Jose-Eguaras 
Learning Center, 

Director of Basic Skills 
ajoseeguaras@avc.edu 

AVC Learning Center Mission Statement 

The mission of the Learning Center is to support 

classroom instruction by providing assistance to 

students with a variety of services aimed to pro-

mote their success in college. These services in-

clude: instructor-led workshops and one-on-one 

sessions, individual and small group tutoring by 

trained peers, supplemental instruction, and ac-

cess to computers and online programs.  

All of these services are designed to reinforce 

course content and to emphasize good study hab-

its. Learning Center instructors and staff members 

are committed to providing a friendly , nurturing, 

and stimulating environment that encourages our 

diverse population of students to become inde-

pendent, lifelong learners.  

The Learning Center is pleased to 
welcome Ms. Agnes Jose-Eguaras as 
the new Basic Skills Director at Ante-
lope Valley College who also super-
vises the Tutorial Specialists and Lab 
Technician at the Learning Center. 
Ms. Jose-Eguaras received her Master 
of Science Degree in Education from 
USC and her Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Literature from UC Santa 
Cruz. She also has a teaching creden-
tial from UCLA. For ten years Ms. 
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Meet the director of  Basic Skills 

http://www.avc.edu/lc

