
 

 
ACADEMIC SENATE MEETING AGENDA 

September 6, 2012 
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

SSV 151 
 

To conform to the open meeting act, the public may attend open sessions 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
2. OPENING COMMENTS FROM THE SENATE PRESIDENT 
 
3. OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

a. May 17, 2012 (attachment) 
 
5. REPORTS (5 minutes maximum) 

 
6. ACTION ITEM 

a. Equivalency (attachment) 
 Nutritional Science/Dietetics 

 
7.   DISCUSSION ITEM 

  a.  Evacuation Drill (attachment) 
 
8. SENATE ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 

a. Appointments 
 Academic Ranking 

o Michael W. Pesses, Assistant Professor 
o Ron Halcrow, Professor Emeritus 
o Deborah Charlie, Professor Emeritus 
o Patricia A. Marquez, Professor Emeritus 
o Stella Konsek, Adjunct Assistant Professor 

 
 Tenure Review Committee 

o Dr. Irit Gat 
o Melanie Parker 
o Alexandra Schroer 
o Ann Volk 
 
 
 
 
 



b. Announcements 
 2012 Fall Plenary Session - November 8-10, 2012,  Irvine Marriott 
 Accreditation Institute – February 8, 2013, San Jose Doubletree 
 Vocational Education Leadership Institute – March 20-22, 2013, Oakland Marriott 
 2013 Spring Plenary Session – April 18-20, 2013, Westin San Francisco Airport 
 Faculty Leadership Institute – June 13-15, 2013, Sheraton Grand, Sacramento 
 Curriculum Institute – July 11-13, 2013 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 

 
NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 

Antelope Valley College prohibits discrimination and harassment based on sex, gender, race, color, religion, 
national origin or ancestry, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, cancer-related medical condition, or 
genetic predisposition.  Upon request, we will consider reasonable accommodation to permit individuals with 
protected disabilities to (1) complete the employment or admission process, (b) perform essential job functions, 
(c) enjoy benefits and privileges of similarly-situated individuals without disabilities, and (d) participate in 
instruction, programs, services, activities, or events.   

Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities, 
as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Any person with a disability who 
requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting should direct such request to Mr. 
Christos Valiotis, Academic Senate President, at (661) 722-6306 (weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m.) at least 48 hours before the meeting, if possible.  Public records related to agenda items for open 
session are available for public inspection 72 hours prior to each regular meeting at the Antelope Valley 
College Academic Senate’s Office, Administration Building, 3041 West Avenue K, Lancaster, California 93536. 
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ACADEMIC SENATE MEETING 

MINUTES 
September 6, 2012 

3:30 p.m. – SSV 151 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Ms. Maria Clinton, Academic Senate President, called the September 6, 2011 Academic Senate 
meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

 
2. OPENING COMMENTS FROM THE SENATE PRESIDENT 

 Ms. Maria Clinton requested Senators to identify Proxy delegates for the 2012-2013 
academic year, and requested introductions be performed. 
 

 Ms. Clinton stated the Emergency Evacuation requirements for the State is to hold a mock 
Emergency Evacuation drill on an annual basis. She explained Antelope Valley College 
(AVC) has been in violation of the state mandate for the past several years, but needs to work 
in meeting the State requirement as a District this year. She described a recent incident where 
no one knew the appropriate procedures to initiate an emergency evacuation. Emergency 
procedure handouts were provided to all present for review. Ms. Clinton requested Senators 
address this compliance issue with Division faculty, and determine the best possible date/time 
faculty deem appropriate to conduct an emergency drill. Faculty input on this matter is being 
considered in efforts to meet state requirements with the least possible disruption to classes 
(i.e. chemical lab component, biological lab, etc.). Division feedback is needed at the 
September 20, 2012 Senate meeting. 

 

 Ms. Clinton welcomed members and guests to the first Senate meeting of the Fall 2012 
semester. She gave an in-depth overview of the Senate responsibilities, while referring to 
handouts from the Senate Operating Procedures Handbook. She provided an overview of the 
local Academic Senate Constitution provided below: 
 

 ACADEMIC SENATE CONSTITUTION 
 
 Article I Name of the Organization 
 
 The name of this organization shall be: The Antelope Valley College Academic Senate.  
 The four executive officers shall be the Senate Executive Committee. 

 
 Article II Purpose 
 
 The purpose of the Senate shall be to represent the faculty in the formation of policy on 

academic and professional matters.  The Senate shall represent the faculty position on 
these matters and shall promote communication and mutual understanding within the 
framework of the college.  This may include, but is not limited to policies and practices 
as specified in Title 5, Chapter 2, Section 53200, Board Policy 2510 Participation in 
Local Decision-making, Academic Senate, 3 & 4 which states:   

 (3) Rely Primarily---The Board of Trustees of Antelope Valley College will rely 
primarily on the advice of the Academic Senate for policies and procedures related to the 
following Academic and Professional Matters: 
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(1) Curriculum, including establishing prerequisites. 
(2) Degree and certificate requirements. 
(3) Grading policies. 
(4) Education program development. 
(5) Standards or policies regarding student preparation and success. 
(8) Policies for faculty professional development activities. 

 
The Governing Board is also required to rely primarily on the advice and judgment of the 
Academic Senate in establishing policies and procedures for Faculty Hiring Criteria (Ed. 
Code 87360 (b) and (c), Equivalencies to Minimum Qualifications (Ed. Code 87359 (b) 
and Administrative Retreat Rights (Ed. Code 87458 (a).  These areas may also have 
collective bargaining aspects.  

 (4) Mutual Agreement---The Board of Trustees will come to mutual agreement with the 
Academic Senate for policies and procedures related to the following Academic and 
Professional Matters: 

 
(6) District and college governance structures, as related to faculty roles. 
(7) Faculty roles and involvement in accreditation processes, including self-

study and annual reports. 
(9) Processes for program review. 

  (10)  Processes for institutional planning and budget development. 
(11) Other academic and professional matters as mutually agreed upon. 

 
o Organizational Chart 
o Responsibilities of the Senate President 
o Responsibilities of the Executive Members 
o Organizational Structure and Duties of the Senate 
o Responsibilities of the Senate Representatives 
 
Ms. Clinton provided a PowerPoint presentation and conveyed the importance of the faculty 
voice in the shared governance process, as mandated by AB 1725. She described the various 
roles of faculty in the shared governance process (i.e. due process of academic and 
professional matters). Ms. Clinton expressed the significance for the Senate body to remain 
diligent and persistent in ensuring policies and procedures are followed. This is to assure a 
strong foundation is built for upcoming State mandates (i.e. Student Success Task Force 
Recommendation, etc.). Ms. Clinton stated during this first year as Senate President, she will 
be working on ensuring the established policies and procedures are followed. 
 

3. OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 Dr. Nancy Bednar, Distance Education and Technology Committee (DETC) Chair, discussed 

the login and identification statement for Blackboard student users. An AVC identification 
statement will be forwarded to the Senate for ratification at the September 20, 2012 Senate 
meeting. Blackboard is the course management system used for online courses at Antelope 
Valley College. The proposed identification statement is modeled after the language used by 
College of the Canyons, which has been deemed in compliance with the United States 
Department of Education. The proposed login will affirm user validity making users and/or 
violators subject to guidelines and disciplinary actions stated in the AVC Student Handbook. 
 

 Dr. Nancy Bednar requested Senators to assist the DETC in identifying and reporting any 
technical issues in the classrooms. Some of the current issues she has been made aware of 
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are: inoperable phones, no internet capabilities in classrooms and power save issues causing 
data to be lost. Dr. Bednar requested Senators to communicate issues to DETC for review by 
a DETC sub-committee. 
 

 Dr. Nancy Bednar recommended that the Senate revisit the established criteria for Academic 
Ranking. She stated other universities link the Tenure process and Academic Ranking. The 
primary concern expressed was allowing faculty the opportunity to use Faculty Academy 
hours to count towards ranking and should be in no way be deemed equivalent to a graduate 
course.   
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
a. May 17, 2012 (attachment) 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the May 17, 2012 Academic Senate meeting 
minutes with minor changes. Motion carried as corrected.  

 
5. REPORTS (5 minutes) 

None. 
 

6. ACTION ITEMS 
a. Equivalency 

 Nutritional Science/Dietetics 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the Nutritional Science/Dietetics Equivalency 
language as provided by the Discipline Faculty. Motion carried. 

 
7. DISCUSSION ITEM 

None. 
 

8. SENATE ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 
a. Appointments 

 Academic Ranking 
o Michael W. Pesses, Assistant Professor 
o Ron Halcrow, Professor Emeritus 
o Deborah Charlie, Professor Emeritus 
o Patricia A. Marquez, Professor Emeritus 
o Stella Konisek, Adjunct Assistant Professor 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the academic ranking requests. Motion carried. 
b. Announcements 

 2012 Fall Plenary Session - November 8-10, 2012,  Irvine Marriott 
 Accreditation Institute – February 8, 2013, San Jose Doubletree 
 Vocational Education Leadership Institute – March 20-22, 2013, Oakland Marriott 
 2013 Spring Plenary Session – April 18-20, 2013, Westin San Francisco Airport 
 Faculty Leadership Institute – June 13-15, 2013, Sheraton Grand, Sacramento 

Curriculum Institute – July 11-13, 2013, Sheraton Park Hotel, Anaheim Resort 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the September 6, 2012 Academic Senate Meeting at 
4:30 p.m. Motion carried. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Liette Bohler MaryAnne Holcomb Zia Nisani Elizabeth Sundberg 
Maria Clinton Susan Knapp Cathy Overdorf Elaine Tsia 
Lee Grishman Ken Lee Berkeley Price Pavinee Villapando 
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Glenn Haller Karen Lubick (proxy) Terry Rezek Zinmin Zhu (proxy) 
Jack Halliday Ty Mettler Van Rider  
Mike Hancock Kathy Moore Ken Shafer  

MEMBERS ABSENT GUEST PRESENT/EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Ron Chapman Joe Watts Nancy Bednar  

Alexandra Schroer Adjunct Rep TBA Susan Lowry  
 


































