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COMMUNITY COLLEGE PATHWAY TO LAW SCHOOL”
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http://www.discoverlaw.org/preparing/community-

college.asp
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THE PROGRAM The Community College Pathways to Law School 

initiative is an unprecedented effort within California 

higher education to enhance opportunities and 

advancement in the legal profession for diverse 

populations. 

“This project will put talented and promising 

community college students on a trajectory to enter 

some of the finest law schools in the nation, and 

receive the support they need to succeed, and 

make the legal profession more diverse and the 

justice system more reflective of our state.” 

- Brice W. Harris, Chancellor of the California Community 

Colleges



PREFERRED ADMISSIONS at our Partnered Law Schools 

Program will include individual advisement and mentoring from law school advisors, waived application 

fees for admissions, and/or preferred admission status upon acceptance 



CALIFORNIA STATE BAR 
&  DIVERSITY

Source: State Bar of California Attorney 

Demographics

https://members.calbar.ca.gov/search/demo

graphics.aspx

This Bar Brief draws 

from data collected to 

date from over 125,000 

California attorneys

https://members.calbar.ca.gov/search/demographics.aspx


WHY THIS MATTERS

◼ Diversity in the legal profession and judiciary supports the public’s 

trust and confidence, and enhances perceptions of fairness in the 

legal system.

◼ Lawyers occupy critical leadership positions, and engage in 

policymaking impacting our communities.



STUDY BY LAW SCHOOL ADMISSIONS COUNCIL

◼ Recruitment has typically taken place at 4-year universities

◼Students who start at 2-year colleges tend to succeed in law school as well as students 

who start at 4-year universities. The challenge is get them to apply 
successfully

◼ New Law Scholars Program started in 2014.  AVC is 1 of 29 community colleges partnered 
with 6 California law schools to help smooth the pathway to a law degree



HOW TO PREPARE FOR LAW SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

◼ Develop skills to do well on LSAT standardized test and get through law school

◼ Learn about the application process

◼ Understand the law profession and areas of specialization

◼ Keep a strong academic record

◼ To improve the likelihood of law school admission by developing logical and analytical 
reasoning skills and reading comprehension



4 PROGRAM 
REQUIREMENTS

Complete 7 required courses

Actively participate in  Pre-Law Club

Service Learning

Be transfer ready (see your counselor!)



7 REQUIRED COURSES

• ENGL101

• ENGL102 or 103 or PHIL201*

• MATH115 

• POLS101

• POLS203 or BUS201

• HIST107 or 108

• COMM115



ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE OPTIONS

◼ Complete general education coursework for transfer and fulfill your transfer major prep 

requirements (assist.org)

◼ An Associate’s Degree is NOT required to transfer nor to go to law school, but recommended

◼ Popular Associate’s Degrees include:

You are not limited to the above, but other majors may require additional 

coursework and extend your time at AVC. Plan accordingly and see the 

advisor/counselor.

Political Science 
AA-T

Administration of 
Justice AS-T

Communications 
AA-T

Philosophy
AA-T

Liberal Arts & 
Sciences, Social 
Behavioral AA



WHERE  WILL YOU TRANSFER TO?

UC
CSU

“Opt in” to the Transfer 
Center canvas shell to get 
information on transfer 
workshops, application 
help, and other important 
transfer assistance. 



Q: WHERE DO I START?
A: GET AN EDUCATIONAL PLAN

◼ Focus on English and Math EARLY

◼ Meet with program Advisor/Counselor for updated student 

educational plan & get help with the transfer process

◼ Book a counseling appointment via online at 

https://www.avc.edu/studentservices/counseling

https://www.avc.edu/studentservices/counseling


OUR AVC LAW SCHOLAR ALUMNI: Ms. 
Julie Lewis

Antelope Valley College 

(Graduated June 2018):

- Associates Degree in 

Administration of Justice

- Law Scholars graduate w/ Honors 

- President of Pre-Law Club

- Law Scholars Award

- Subject Area Award: 

Administration of Justice

- Alpha Iota Permanent Member

University of California 

Berkeley (Graduated May 2020):

- Bachelor's Degree in Legal 

Studies

- Assistant Director for ASUC 

Student Legal Clinic 

- Conducted legal research for 

clients in the Berkeley community

- VITA certified to assist with filing 

tax returns

- Currently working at law firm in 

L.A. specializing in employment 

law



HTTPS://WWW.AVC.EDU/ACADEMICS/LAWSCHOLAR/

https://www.avc.edu/academics/lawscholar/


To Do ASAP

◼ Create your LSAC account ASAP! 

www.lsac.org Apply as a “JD applicant”

• Explore law fields and much more in the 

“DiscoverLAW” tab

• Explore Summer PLUS Programs 

◼ Explore specialty areas and student 

support services/resources each school 

offers

◼ Take advantage of internships, student pre law 

conferences and webinars 

◼ See AVC Career Counselor and/or explore 

through your AVC major courses

◼ Take advantage of Law Scholars trips to law 

schools and pre-law conferences

◼ Challenge yourself academically and strive 

for excellence

◼ ALL of your undergraduate grades will be 

considered with your LSAT scores  (median 

GPA 3.6 at UCI, UCD, USC, Loyola)

Maintain a high GPA and avoid withdrawing from 

classes with a “W” (some law schools calculate Ws 

as Fs)

To Do while at AVC

http://www.lsac.org/


MORAL CHARACTER & MISCONDUCT

◼ Law schools will look closely at any offenses you’ve 
committed either before, during, or after college 
(drugs, money, relationship, alcohol, vandalism, 
plagiarism, stalking, violence, lying on applications, 
cheating, etc.).

◼ The state bar association will also question any 
type of record of sanction or questionable behavior 
you commit.

◼ Always be candid and honest when asked!



POPULAR MAJORS Major
Number of

Applicants

Average

LSAT Score

% of 

Applicants 

Admitted

Political 

Science
11,947 153.6 80%

OTHER 4,537 148.4 64%

Psychology 3,736 152.5 77%

Criminal Justice 3,629 145.9 62%

English 3,151 154.8 81%

History 3,138 156.3 85%

Economics 2,757 159.0 86%

Philosophy 2,238 157.2 83%

Arts and 

Humanities
1,947 154.0 77%

Sociology 1,870 150.6 71%

https://blog.prepscholar.com/best-criminal-justice-schools


WHAT 
COLLEGE 
COURSES 

STRENGTHEN 
LEGAL SKILLS? 

1. FORMAL LOGIC 

(PHIL110)

II. CRITICAL 

THINKING 

(PHIL201)



FOCUS ON 
CRITICAL THINKING

• AVC Course Description: 
PHIL201 CRITICAL 
THINKING 

• 3 units
3 hours weekly
Prerequisite: Completion of 
ENGL 101/ENGL 101SL.
An introduction to the logical 
analysis and critical 
evaluation of arguments and 
the basic strategies of 
rhetoric. Different forms of 
writing are distinguished and 
examined. A strong 
emphasis is on formal 
instruction in argumentative 
writing that utilizes the 
critical thinking skills 
developed in the course. 
(CSU, UC, AVC) 



PREVIEW OF THE COURSE I :
CRITICAL THINKING AND LOGIC ANALYZED

Description from, The 
Elements of Arguments:  An 
Introduction to Critical 
Thinking and Logic: 

We will concentrate on and 
emphasize the elements of 
arguments in the indicated 
order:
Chapter II: propositions
Chapter III: constructing 
complex propositions from 
simple propositions;
Chapter IV: sets of 
propositions; logical 
relations between 
propositions;
Chapter V: the support 
relation, forms of 
arguments, and  methods 
for evaluating the support 
relation claimed by 
arguments;
Chapters VI: arguments in 
ordinary language.



PREVIEW OF COURSE II: 
LEGAL LANGUAGE ANALYZED



SOCIAL AWARENESS / CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

“Sharing & Learning Together”

LA Sheriff Department Spanish  Community Academy



COMMUNITY ACADEMY GRADUATION –AV FAIRGROUNDS

SOCIAL AWARENESS / CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES



SOCIAL AWARENESS / EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING



EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING / CAREER DAYS 
CLUB ACTIVITIES/ TOURS & TRIPS



Experiential Learning 

Pre-Law Club

Every Thursday  @4-5 via Zoom
Community Service ⧫ Trips ⧫ Guest Speakers

Email Sarahy for zoom details   

smejia10@avc.edu

14 Law Scholars Graduates, 

June 2018



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhLibDtZ4Ms&feature=youtu.be

https://www.lsac.org/lawschoolforums

Create your LSAC account as a “JD applicant” today!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhLibDtZ4Ms&feature=youtu.be
https://www.lsac.org/lawschoolforums


QUESTIONS?


