APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL – NEW CREDIT PROGRAM

Associates in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer (AA-T) 

DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA NARRATIVE & DOCUMENTATION

Criteria A.  Appropriateness to Mission

1.  Statement of Program Goals and Objectives


The goal of the Associates in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer is to provide students with foundational knowledge of the study of human communication, to enhance their overall communication skills in a variety of contexts, and to prepare them for transfer to a university as a Communication Studies major.  Additionally, the degree can prepare students for success in related fields such as journalism, film and television, law, education, philosophy, sociology, and English.  


Objectives include the following:
a. Become an ethical communicator by understanding the impact of communication and language in all communication contexts.  Ethics is the cornerstone of all effective communication, both written and oral.  Students will examine the ethical dimensions of rhetoric, media, and relational communication in themselves and others and learn to make ethical decisions in their communication practices.

b. Demonstrate intercultural competence and sensitivity in communicating with people of diverse backgrounds.  Working and living in a multicultural world, students will develop effective ways of communicating with many kinds of people by studying the theories and practices of intercultural communication and applying them in a variety of settings.   

c. Develop competent oral skills to deliver effective presentations to diverse audiences.  Students will develop the ability to skillfully deliver a well prepared oral presentation and present themselves verbally and nonverbally in a confident and professional manner.

d.  Display critical thinking skills in the ability to construct logical arguments supported by valid evidence and research.  Students will develop information literacy skills using the internet and college library resources, and apply them to well-reasoned arguments.

2.  Catalogue Description


The Associates in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer (AA-T) degree offers students a comprehensive course of study of the many facets of human communication.  Public speaking and performance, interpersonal and group communication, argumentation, and mass media are some of the contexts studied.  Students will enhance their own communication practices in professional and personal settings, as well as study theories and concepts that examine the impact of communication on relationships and society at large. 

The Associates in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer (AA-T) meets the requirements of SB 1440 for Associate Degrees for Transfer (AA-T).  These degrees are intended to make it easier for students to transfer to a California State University campus.  Specifically, if a student completes an “associate degree for transfer”:

1. The CSU shall guarantee admission with junior status.

2.  Admission to the CSU does not guarantee admission for specific majors or campuses.

3. The CSU shall grant a student priority admission to his or her local CSU campus and to a program or major that is similar to his or her community college major or area of emphasis, as determined by the CSU campus to which the student is admitted.  

While the AA-T degree is specifically designed for ease of transfer to a CSU, it should be noted that it does not exclude admittance to other colleges and universities.   

3.  Program Requirements

 To earn an Associates in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer (AA-T) a student must complete 60 semester units that are eligible for transfer to the CSU system, should the student fall below the 60 units between the major unit requirements and the CSU-GE/IGETC pattern, the deficit units shall be comprised of CSU transferrable elective units.
1. IGETC or CSU GE Breadth

2. At least 18 units as defined in the chart below.
3. A minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 is required.

	Title (units)
	Course #
	C-ID Descriptor
	CSU-GE
	IGETC

	
	
	
	
	

	REQUIRED (3)
	
	
	
	

	Intro to Public Speaking (3)
	COMM 101
	COMM 110
	A1
	1C

	
	
	
	
	

	LIST A – Any 2 (6 units)
	
	
	
	

	Argumentation & Debate (3)
	COMM 115
	COMM 120
	A3
	

	Interpersonal Comm. (3)
	COMM 107
	COMM 130
	E
	

	Small Group (3)
	COMM 109
	COMM 140
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	LIST B – Any 2 (6 units)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Any List A course not used above
	
	
	
	

	Forensics (3)
	
	COMM 160B
	
	

	Intro to Intercultural Comm.(3) 
	COMM 219
	COMM 150
	E
	

	Process of Communication (3)
	COMM 103
	COMM 180
	A1, C1, E
	1C

	Intro to Mass Communication (3)
	
	
	
	

	Oral Interpretation (3)
	COMM 112
	COMM 170
	C1, C2
	

	Any course that has articulation as lower division major preparation for the communication studies major at a CSU (3)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	LIST C – Any 1 (3 units)
	
	
	
	

	Any List A or List B not used above
	
	
	
	

	Cultural Anthropology (3)
	ANTH 102
	
	D1
	4A

	Intro to Psychology (3)
	PSYCH 101
	
	D9
	4I

	Intro to Sociology (3)
	SOC 101
	
	D10
	4J

	Critical Thinking in Literature (3)
	ENGL 102
	
	A3
	1B

	Intro to Journalism (3)
	JOUR 121
	
	
	

	Any courses not selected above, any CSU transferable communication studies courses, and/or other courses that are lower division preparation for the communication studies major at CSU (3)
	
	
	
	


4. Background and Rationale
In response to SB 1440, Antelope Valley College (AVC) is submitting this application for Associates in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer (AA-T).  This degree complies with the core for Communication Studies that was developed by the intersegmental faculty (CCC and CSU, primarily).  This degree is meant to both prepare a student for transfer and stands on its own as an AA degree.  

According to numerous studies, communication and interpersonal abilities are the most highly valued skills sought by employers in all professional fields.  The faculty at AVC regularly serves students who are interested in Communication as a major.  Communication Studies (formerly Communication Arts) had a Speech and Communication Associate Degree (1993/1994 College Catalog) in the past but it has since lapsed.  Since that time, there has been a desire to reinstate the degree among the current full-time faculty members and the Associates in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer (AA-T) affords AVC that opportunity.  To that end, the Communication Studies faculty reviewed the course offerings and found that compared to many other community colleges, AVC’s Communication Studies department offers a robust variety of communication courses.  The Communication Studies faculty decided to add a course in Small Group Communication to fully round out our program in preparation for the A.A. degree, as Small Group Communication is usually part of the core required courses for any A.A.   In addition to creating the new course, the Communication Studies faculty has reviewed and updated all of our Course Outlines of Record and has recently done so in alignment with the new C-ID system.


The program exposes students to a wide variety of aspects of the study of human communication.  The core required courses in the program are designed for two objectives.  One is to introduce students to the different contexts of study in communication on an academic level.  The second is to improve students’ actual communication skills in the areas of public speaking, relational communication, and critical thinking.  The remaining options offer students the choice of either continuing a broad spectrum of study or focusing on a specific interest.  Either path will prepare students for a bachelor’s degree, and give them valuable skills in their academic, professional, and personal lives.  For example, public speaking, debate, and oral interpretation of literature improve students’ oral delivery and presentation.  They learn to communicate effectively with a diverse audience, become a dynamic and personable speaker, and gain insights from speeches and works of literature.  If students are interested in the media, courses in mass media, public relations, and journalism will enhance their knowledge and provide them with opportunities to apply their skills to mass media messages.  Students interested in the interpersonal aspects of communication can take courses in interpersonal, small group, intercultural, and gender communication.  Argumentation and Debate, as well as the Forensics courses underscore critical thinking and logical reasoning in both oral and written forms.  All courses emphasize ethical communication in a diverse world, and prepare students to be effective communicators in academic, professional, and personal contexts.
Criteria B.  Need
6. Place of Program in Curriculum/Similar Programs

The program is unique in its course offerings and meets the TMC requirements.  Communication Studies is often considered a part of both the social sciences and the humanities, drawing heavily on fields such as sociology, psychology, anthropology, political science, and economics as well as rhetoric, literary studies, linguistics, and semiotics. The field can interact with the work of other disciplines as well, including business, law, engineering, architecture, mathematics, computer science, and gender studies. 
There are no related programs at the college, and this program fulfills the needs of students looking for direct transfer to Communication Studies degree programs offered by the institutions to which we feed.
This program shares many courses in common with general education requirements and the Liberal Arts and Sciences degree; however, in no case does our program reproduce or effectively substitute for these other programs.  The Associates in Arts in Communication Studies for Transfer (AA-T) provides an alternative to the Liberal Arts and Sciences degree for those wishing to explore the vast breadth and interdisciplinary nature of communication with a major in Communication Studies.
This program makes productive use of existing resources, courses, faculty, and facilities to create a more directed program of study in the area of Communication Studies.  Many of our students currently identify themselves as Communication Studies majors even though at present there is no currently defined program.

Criteria C.  Curriculum Standards
COMMUNICATION STUDIES – Transfer Model Curriculum

Antelope Valley College, Division of Language Arts

Department of Communication Studies – Proposed AAT degree

	Title (units)
	Course #
	C-ID Descriptor
	CSU-GE
	IGETC

	
	
	
	
	

	REQUIRED (3)
	
	
	
	

	Intro to Public Speaking (3)
	COMM 101
	COMM 110
	A1
	1C

	
	
	
	
	

	LIST A – Any 2 (6 units)
	
	
	
	

	Argumentation & Debate (3)
	COMM 115
	COMM 120
	A3
	

	Interpersonal Comm (3)
	COMM 107
	COMM 130
	E
	

	Small Group (3)
	COMM 109
	COMM 140
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	LIST B – Any 2 (6 units)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Any List A course not used above
	
	
	
	

	Forensics (3)
	
	COMM 160B
	
	

	Intro to Intercultural Comm (3) 
	COMM 219
	COMM 150
	E
	

	Process of Communication (3)
	COMM 103
	COMM 180
	A1, C1, E
	1C

	Intro to Mass Communication (3)
	
	
	
	

	Oral Interpretation (3)
	COMM 112
	COMM 170
	C1, C2
	

	Any course that has articulation as lower division major preparation for the communication studies major at a CSU (3)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	LIST C – Any 1 (3 units)
	
	
	
	

	Any List A or List B not used above
	
	
	
	

	Cultural Anthropology (3)
	ANTH 102
	
	D1
	4A

	Intro to Psychology (3)
	PSYCH 101
	
	D9
	4I

	Intro to Sociology (3)
	SOC 101
	
	D10
	4J

	Critical Thinking in Literature (3)
	ENGL 102
	
	A3
	1B

	Intro to Journalism (3)
	JOUR 121
	
	
	

	Any courses not selected above, any CSU transferable communication studies courses, and/or other courses that are lower division preparation for the communication studies major at CSU (3)
	
	
	
	


Criteria D.  Adequate Resources

15.  Library and/or Learning Resources Plan

Because there will be no new courses required to implement this program, and the library and learning resources assets support our current course offerings, no new library or learning resources will be required at this time.

16. Facilities and Equipment Plan

Since there will be no new courses developed to implement this program, no new facilities or equipment will be required at this time.

When funds allow, the faculty is interested in obtaining additional classroom technology.  One such example is the Vid-Oral system for installation in classrooms dedicated to teaching public speaking.  The system would enhance the ability for student self evaluation and teacher feedback by allowing for the video and audio recording of student speeches. 

17. Financial Support Plan

For the most part, personnel, equipment, supplies, and facilities for this program already exist within the college at a basic level.  The Communication Studies faculty anticipates an increase in course offerings to fulfill the requirement to offer the core classes of the program more regularly to meet student needs and demands once the program is established.  This shift in resources and personnel will require future consideration to staffing shortfalls (currently two frozen positions) in the Communication Studies department.
18.  Faculty Qualifications and Availability

Our minimum requirements for Communication Studies faculty are defined in the following description (as established and approved by the Statewide Academic Senate):

Must have Master’s in speech, speech broadcasting, telecommunications, rhetoric, communication, communication studies, speech communication, or organizational communication OR Bachelor’s in any of the above AND Master’s in drama/theater arts, mass communication, or English OR the equivalent.


“Equivalency” is defined as:

Any combination of a bachelor’s degree in the following: film, drama/theater arts, linguistics, rhetoric, mass communication, communications, journalism, broadcasting, television, film, media studies, English, literature, composition, marketing, public relations, business, telecommunication(s), and a master's degree in one of the listed fields to include 24 semester units of Communication Studies courses, 18 semester units of which may be upper division level courses (as approved by AVC’s Academic Senate).  
Antelope Valley College currently employs four (4) full-time Communication Studies faculty and thirteen (13) adjunct Communication Studies faculty.  Sufficient faculty who meet or exceed minimum qualifications are currently employed by Antelope Valley College.  However, with more frequent core course offerings and the administrative needs of the program, there will be a need for two (2) additional full-time faculty members, when the budget permits.

