


ANTELOPE VALLEY COLLEGE 
ACADEMIC SENATE MEETING 

February 19, 2009 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Ms. Patricia A. Márquez, Senate President, called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. 
 

2. OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE SENATE PRESIDENT 
• Ms. Patricia A. Márquez welcomed the Senators back to another semester. 
• Senators were provided with a gift (AVC pens) from Dr. Fisher. 
• AVC faculty member, Christos Valiotis, was selected by Statewide Academic Senate for 

California Community Colleges Hayward Award.  He is the fifth faculty member from AVC 
to receive the award, which is a great honor considering there are one hundred and ten 
community colleges, with twenty-seven in Area C.   

• On March 16, 2009 the Student Academic Senate will be hosting a March in March: Rescue 
Education in Sacramento event.   

• The College Coordinating Council (CCC) decided to dissolve the Faculty Chair Task Force 
and move forward with a full campus reorganization.  The reorganization will consider the 
shared leadership model of faculty chairs/coordinators and a possible reduction of deans.  Ms. 
Márquez reported division faculty should be engaging in conversation on how reorganization 
would potentially impact their division.  In addition, Division Deans should be soliciting 
faculty input and forward all collective recommendations to the appropriate Vice President.  
Furthermore, the Senate, as a constituent on CCC also needs to provide recommendations on 
the campus-wide reorganization.   A major change could potentially affect the Senate 
Constitution, which determines the representation of faculty on the Senate.  The 
reorganization recommendation will go before the Board of Trustees in May as an 
informational item and then in June for action. 

• One of the recommendations in the STRATA Report addresses the ability of faculty to do 
their work effectively using technology.   To ensure faculty issues are considered, CCC 
agreed to have the Distance Education Committee review the recommendations and 
determine how they can best be implemented on campus with our present structure.  Once 
DEC has completed their work, their recommendations will come to the Senate for action 
before taking to CCC. 

• The list of discipline equivalency status has been posted to the public Academic Senate web- 
site for faculty review.  Ms. Márquez reminded Senators that equivalencies must be updated 
every three years and upon expiration, the Minimum Qualification (MQs) can only be used 
on a job announcement.  In addition, she reminded Senators to review the Equivalency 
Procedure and recommended that even though we are not in an active hiring cycle; faculty 
should remain diligent in having current equivalencies on file.  Furthermore, faculty need to 
remember that per the hiring procedure, it is their responsibility to review job announcements 
to ensure that the most current mq is cited and if a current Senate equivalency is approved 
that it too be listed.  Also, the hiring procedure for faculty, whether for full-time, temporary 
full-time, or adjunct is posted on the Senate web-page and we need to ensure that faculty and 
deans are following the procedure. 

• On April 14  and 15  AVC will be undergoing a Categorical Matriculation visit.  This 
process is analogous to an Accreditation visit.   

th th

• The Follow-Up Accreditation Report was fully accepted by the Accreditation Commission. 
• Ms. Maria Clinton was honored with an award recognizing the collaborative work efforts that 

have taken place with Northrop Grumman to facilitate a composite training program that 
combines training and employment needs. 
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• On February 5, 2009 the Senate Leadership held a campus retreat and discussed various 
Senate issues.  Members will meet again towards the end of the spring semester to facilitate 
an opportunity for the new Executive members and faculty leaders to further collaborate 
Senate direction and needs. 

• The December issue of the Senate Rostrum contains some good articles.  One in particular 
directly addresses how Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) should be communicated to 
students.  Conversations have occurred on campus as to whether SLOs are required on a 
course syllabi. The SLO Committee and AP&P decided that they are not.  SLOs are attached 
to the Course Outline of Record.  The SLO Committee will be providing faculty some 
suggestions on how they can choose to communicate SLOs to students. 

• The Cooperative Registration fees to attend the TechEd 2009 Conference in Ontario, 
California are being paid through Title V.  Additional expenses incurred for attending the 
conference will be the sole responsibility of individual participants.  

 
3. OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

• Mr. Christos Valiotis extended his heartfelt thanks to all those who sent him congratulatory 
messages.  He is humbled by his selection as a Hayward Award recipient and stated he shares 
the award with all campus faculty. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the December 4, 2008 Academic Senate Meeting 
minutes.  Motion carried as corrected. 

 
5. PRESENTATION 

a. All-California Academic Team (attachment) 
Ms. Márquez congratulated Mr. Shunnon Thomas for being selected to the 2009 Phi-Theta 
Kappa All-California Academic Team.  Mr. Thomas provided a brief overview of selection 
criteria and responsibilities.  Mr. Thomas expressed his pride in being selected to the team 
and honored the faculty on campus that provides AVC students with an outstanding 
education.  In addition, he commended the student mentoring efforts that occur campus-wide. 

 
6. REPORTS (limited to 5 min. each) 

a. Tenure Review – Jennifer Gross 
Ms. Jennifer Gross reported the Tenure Review process has changed for first and second year 
tenure track faculty.  First and second year committee members are required to perform an 
observation and complete a summary report.  The process for third year tenure track faculty 
has not changed.  The spring timeline forms have been revised and have been uploaded to 
myAVC for access.  Currently, Ms. Gross is working with the Human Resources and 
Employee Relations Office to post Tenure Review forms on the public web-site, which will 
allow easy access off campus.  There will be a few confidential documents which will have to 
remain secured in myAVC.  Peer Review links will be posted to myAVC to facilitate easy 
access.  Faculty should keep an open mind and continue to try using the electronic forms as 
most of the problems encountered with the forms are resolved. 

   
b. Distance Education – Ed Beyer 

Mr. Ed Beyer offered his gratitude to the Title V grant for paying for the Cooperative 
Registration fees to attend the TechEd 2009 Conference.  A brief review of the AVC Online 
form was presented.  The form will be used for both online and hybrid courses to ensure 
consistency in publication of course information, especially course meeting dates, times, and 
locations for hybrid courses.  Course information will be posted to the web-site for students 
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to access pertinent information pertaining to online/hybrid courses.  The Course Management 
System (CMS) platform discussion is coming soon and the committee would like to invite 
faculty attendance to ensure faculty needs are being met for online courses.  The platform 
discussion dates are still in the process of being determined and will be announced upon 
finalization.  The committee is currently discussing the Strata recommendations and will 
come up with a committee recommendation on how best to implement some of the 
recommendations on campus.  
 

c. Mutual Agreement Council – Patricia Márquez 
Ms. Márquez announced last semester there was some concern with the prerequisite 
challenge procedure.  The issue was taken to the Mutual Agreement Council (MAC) meeting 
for discussion.  The members of MAC agreed to allow the Senate Executive Officers to 
gather pertinent information relative to the prerequisite challenge process and present the 
information at a future meeting.  Several key documents were provided and discussed:  Title 
5 section 55003, District Model Policy, Good Practice for the Implementation of 
Prerequisites (1997); Statewide Senate Leadership support, and other supportive documents.  
It was agreed at MAC that AVC’s prerequisite challenge procedure complies with Title 5 and 
the current procedure will remain in place. The executive did review a few other colleges and 
reviewed at MAC, a clear designation of when the 5 days for approval begins for a student.  
Ms. Marquez has requested to be on the Matriculation Committee agenda to present this as a 
proposal that we too consider such a notation. Academic Senate President and the Academic 
Procedures and Policies Committee co-chair will draft a joint memo reminding the faculty of 
their professional and academic responsibility to identify beforehand the type of evidence that 
would demonstrate that a student has met the prerequisite and availability to review 
challenges within the five day period.  Dr. Susan Lowry requested that the memo emphasize 
that faculty should discuss within the division a process of how faculty can be available to 
review challenges when they are typically off campus.    
 

7. ACTION ITEMS 
a) AP&P Co-Chair – Maria Clinton (spring 2009 semester) 

A motion was made and seconded to approve Ms. Maria Clinton as the AP&P Co-Chair for 
the spring 2009 semester.  Ms. Márquez reported Ms. Deborah Charlie will not be on campus 
for the spring semester, but will remain available to Maria for assistance in creating agendas 
and curriculum questions.  Motion carried. 

 
b) Faculty Professional Development Chair Extension – Kathryn Mitchell (2009 – 2010) 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the extension of the Faculty Professional 
Development Chair’s term.  Ms. Márquez reported Mr. Michael Traina submitted his 
resignation and Ms. Mitchell agreed to complete the term as chair.  Motion carried. 
 

c) Faculty Professional Development Committee Composition Revision (attachment) 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the Faculty Professional Development 
Committee Composition Revision.  Ms. Kathryn Mitchell briefly provided the rationale of 
requesting the inclusion of the Tenure Review Coordinator and an Adjunct Faculty 
representative.  Motion carried. 

 
8. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Tenure Process – Heidi Preschler (attachment) 
Ms. Heidi Preschler provided a brief overview of the minor revisions made to the Tenure 
Procedure.  The number ranking table was reversed because students were confused with the 
numbering system that was in use and many reports were submitted inaccurately.  Revisions 
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were made to the Adjunct Faculty Report to have it mirror the approved Tenure Report with 
some exceptions.  Faculty were encouraged to review the revisions and take note that the 
newly revised procedure contains January 2009 footer.   
 

b. Administration Retreat Rights (attachment) 
Ms. Márquez provided a historical overview of the Administration Retreat Rights Procedure.  
The minor revisions made to the procedure were reviewed, which now include Ed Code 
language.  Ms. Márquez requested for the Senators take back the revised draft to each 
division for review, discussion, and feedback.  The procedure will be placed on the March 5, 
2009 Senate Agenda as an action item. 
 

9. SENATE ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 
a. Appointments 

• Academic Ranking 
o Anne Hemsley - Professor 

 
• EEO Committee 

o Payam Heidary 
 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the above faculty appointments.   
 
A motion was made and seconded to divide the motion to approve the faculty appointments 
separately.  Motion carried 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the appointment of Anne Hemsley to the 
ranking of Professor.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the appointment of Payam Heidary to serve on 
the EEO Committee.  Motion carried with three abstentions. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the February 19, 2009 Academic Senate meeting at 
4:25 p.m.  Motion carried. 
          

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Ed Beyer Susan Lowry Kenan Shahla 

Carolyn Burrell Patricia A. Márquez Sal Suarez 
Debra Feickert Candace Martin John Taylor 
Claude Gratton Ty Mettler Shunnon Thomas 
Lee Grishman Kathy Moore Alex Webster 
Jack Halliday Harish Rao Dorothy Williams 

Sandra Hughes Terry Rezek (proxy)  
Susan Knapp Sandra Robinson  

   
 

MEMBERS ABSENT GUEST PRESENT 

Frank Blua Jennifer Gross Heidi Preschler 
Cynthia Kincaid Doneita Harmon Christos Valiotis 

Lisa Karlstein-Francey Kathryn Mitchell  
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