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ANTELOPE VALLEY COLLEGE 
ACADEMIC SENATE MEETING 

October 2, 2008 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Ms. Patricia A. Márquez Sandoval, Senate President, called the meeting to order at 3:07 p.m. 
 

2. OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE SENATE PRESIDENT 
• Ms. Márquez Sandoval announced the Area C meeting is to be held on October 25, 2008 at 

the Compton Community Educational Learning Center 
• The cancellation of November 6, 2008 Senate meeting is currently being discussed given that 

Ms. Márquez Sandoval will be attending the Fall Plenary Session and Ms. Gloria Kastner will 
be on vacation. 

• Strata Consultant, Henry Eimstad, will provide recommendations regarding ITS issues at the 
October 22, 2008, College Coordinating Council meeting. 

• Currently, a call is out announcing the opportunity for faculty to submit letters of interest for 
the positions of Academic Senate President, AP&P and Distance Education Co-Chairs.  The 
deadline to submit letters of interests is Friday, October 10, 2008. 

• Mr. Alex Webster, Adjunct faculty, has been appointed Adjunct Senate Representative. 
• Board of Trustee member, Steve Fox, demanded specific items be included as agenda items 

on the upcoming Board meeting.  Ms. Márquez Sandoval read a letter sent by Steve Fox 
detailing his demands.  She encouraged faculty members to attend the Board Meeting to 
voice and show their support of the district’s commitment in establishing a Palmdale campus.    

 
3. OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

• Mr. Ed Beyer stated he wanted to clear the air in regards to his resignation as Senate 
President Elect.  The resignation had nothing to do with what occurred at the last Senate 
meeting.  He read his letter of resignation which described his desire to focus his efforts on 
the campus Accreditation process.  In addition, he reported his term as Distance Education 
Co-Chair expires as of June 30, 2008. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the September 18, 2008 Academic Senate Meeting 
minutes.  Motion carried. 

 
5. PRESENTATION 

a. Steps in State Funded Site Acquisitions – Dr. Jackie Fisher (attachment) 
Dr. Jackie Fisher presented an in depth report on the requirement needed to move the 
Palmdale site to Center status.  He detailed at length the state guidelines and procedures 
necessary to obtain Center status for a Palmdale campus.  He expressed the District’s 
commitment to put as much funding as possible and resources to establish a Palmdale 
Campus.  A lengthy question and answer period occurred between Dr. Fisher and Senators.  
Dr. Fisher responded to questions regarding recent news articles alleging the college has 
taken money required to build a Palmdale Campus and used it for projects on main campus.  
He reiterated the district’s commitment to the communities of Antelope Valley and the need 
to adhere to the requirements set by the state establishing a Center for Palmdale.  In addition, 
he stated the bond included a 4% inflation factor, but could have never anticipated a 40% 
increase in construction costs.  Many colleges are in a similar position as AVC, one year after 
passing a bond.  The district will move forward with the application process in hopes to meet 
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the upcoming funding cycle.  Dr. Les Uhazy stated the District is showing commitment to the 
Antelope Valley by expanding programs and putting resources into the community. 

 
6. REPORTS (limited to 5 min. each) 

a. Honors Committee – Karen Lubick 
Ms. Karen Lubick reported over the summer months she was busy fielding questions from 
interested students.  The Honors Committee held its first committee meeting and has decided 
to revise Transfer Alliance Program (TAP) Certification language to specify students must 
have a cumulative grade point average of 3.2 by the end of the Intersession, to obtain 
certification.  Students requesting certification last year did not meet TAP Certification 
criteria and the entrance percentage for the college declined.  The committee decided to 
include a grade point average requirement in order to avoid the possibility of students 
unrealistically expecting to meet the criteria in one semester.  Ms. Lubick announced there 
have been changes made to the Honors course schedule, due to recent changes made by the 
CSU and UC systems and the acceptance of AVC courses.  The CSU system will no longer 
accept History 111 as a transferable course and will be removed as an acceptable course to 
meet the American Institution requirement.  In addition, Astronomy 101 is no longer accepted 
as a transferable course to the UC system.  Dr. Lee Grishman is currently working on 
determining transferable course requirements and will put it through the AP&P process for 
approval.  The Honors Orientation will be held on October 20, 2008 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. in the Boardroom (SSV 151).  Ms. Lubick extended an invitation to all division faculty.  
 
The campus Alpha Iota club is very busy and active.  Elizabeth Soos is coordinating a Honors 
Ball on November 1, 2008 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the Antelope Valley Country 
Club.  The event will be a formal affair – Black Tie optional.  Tickets will be sold for $55.00 
per person.  Faculty Alpha Iota Advisors are Harish Rao, Tom Graves, Mary Margaret 
McGuire, and Karen Lubick.  Students are participating in various community outreach and 
fundraising events.  The Honors Committee is currently discussing the possibility of offering 
mixed courses (50% Honors students – 50% general college students).  The details of how the 
course would be offered still needs to be worked out, but faculty interested in offering a split 
course should contact Karen Lubick.  Quartz Hill High School has extended an invitation to 
Ms. Lubick to present information regarding the Honors Program at the upcoming Parents 
Night.  Dr. Robert Harris attended the annual Highland High School’s College Night and was 
provided Honors Program Information for distribution to interested high school students.  Ms. 
Lubick announced by next spring the committee is looking to establish a standardized Honors 
Option, so faculty and students are aware of the expectations of courses.  Finally, Ms. Lubick 
reported new members have been appointment to the Honors Committee and she is very 
appreciative to have new willing participants on the committee, but was concerned that 
Charles Hood, Language Arts Faculty, is no longer a member and would like to request to 
have him reinstated.  Ms. Márquez Sandoval stated that if there is a vacant position available 
on the committee, another call can be placed to the faculty. 

   
b. Tenure Review – Jennifer Gross 

Ms. Jennifer Gross announced there are seventy-tree (73) active Tenure Committees.  Thirty-
six (36) of these committees required a change in membership due to retirements.  The 
process to establishment committees has been smooth.  Tenure orientations have been 
performed with a 100% attendance of committee members.  By the end of the first week of 
the fall semester an adequate number of Senate Representatives had been achieved.  Ms. 
Gross reported feedback has been received about new Tenure forms.  The majority of the 
feedback indicated the forms create an easier process.  Mr. Ted Younglove and Ms. Jennifer 
Gross have created student evaluations for online instructors.  Online instructors have been 
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notified about the online evaluation process.  Mr. Mike Wilmes and Ms. Jennifer Gross have 
established an online course review process.  Proposed language revisions for the Student 
Evaluation Forms have been forwarded to Heidi Prescheler.  The Student Evaluation process 
will allow students to type in their evaluations to alleviate concerns about faculty recognizing 
handwriting.  Ms. Gross emphasized the importance for Senators to convey to division 
faculty the importance of peer evaluation so non-tenured faculty have necessary information 
to write self-report. 
 

c. Legislative Liaison – Glenn Haller 
Mr. Glenn Haller reported the budget information is still coming in and nothing has been 
definitively detailed.  The preliminary information details backfilling COLA allotments and 
addresses the work force challenges.  He announced as more information is obtained he 
would provide another detailed report.  A lawsuit challenging AB540 – a regulation requiring 
residency to obtain financial assistance.  Currently, federal law states any illegal immigrants 
cannot receive financial assistance, although state law allows for students who meet residency 
requirements regardless of immigration status to obtain financial assistance.  There are 
approximately one-thousand (1,000) bills on the desk of the Governor.  Many have been 
signed and others have been veto.  Information is changing day by day.  The Field Act (SB 
588) was just signed and decreases the strict requirements for Community College buildings 
and will provide better access to alternate facilities for classes.  An additional report will be 
provided at an upcoming Senate meeting. 
 

d. Distance Education Committee (DEC) – Ed Beyer 
Mr. Ed Beyer reported the committee is currently working on an creating a ½ unit Distance 
Education Orientation course.  They have also created an Accessibility workgroup to address 
current campus accessibility issues, and a Membership workgroup to address the membership 
needs of the committee and ensure the composition is representative of the campus 
community.  In recent weeks, the Accreditating Commission sent a communication to 
colleges stating that Federal regulations are requiring colleges to authenticate students 
enrolled in online classes.  In addition, online course content including third party resources 
must meet accessibility requirements.  Accessibility is the responsibility of individual 
colleges and the DEC is diligently working to identifying courses needing to comply.   

 
7. ACTION ITEMS 

a. Basic Skills Action Plans  
A motion was made and seconded to approve the Basic Skills Action Plans.  Motion carried. 

 
b. Distance Education Committee Membership Team Realignment – Ed Beyer 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Distance Education Committee term 
realignment and make two current positions a three-year term.  Mr. Beyer reported the 
committee has five faculty positions and all are on the same term schedule, which creates a 
situation where the entire committee can turn over.  The committee is recommending 
staggering two faculty positions to ensure there are members on the committee that have a 
historical perspective of committee work.  Ms. Márquez Sandoval requested the names of the 
two faculty to be presented to the Senate for documentation and tracking purposes at the next 
Senate meeting.  Motion carried.     

 
8. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Promoting Thoughtful Faculty Conversations about Grade Distribution Feedback 
Ms. Márquez Sandoval stressed the importance of engaging in discussions about grade 
distribution and provide feedback on any particular parts of the publication.  Discussion 
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information should be gathered throughout the fall semester and detailed discussion topics 
occurring within divisions should be forwarded to the Senate Office, so that information can 
be shared with Statewide Senate no later than mid spring semester. 
 

b. Academic Ranking 
Ms. Márquez Sandoval announced after reviewing some of the information gathered 
regarding the revision of Full-Time Academic Ranking process it was clear that there was 
still some need for discussion.  From reviewing Los Angeles Valley and Rio Hondo 
Community Colleges, their procedures indicate ranking is based on achievements 
accomplished at their individual institutions and does not have affiliation to salary.  Ms. 
Márquez Sandoval presented revision possibilities and stated if Senators agreed with the 
proposed revisions she would bring back as an action item on the next Senate agenda.  Ms. 
Márquez Sandoval would forward an electronic copy of the revised document to Senators for 
further division discussion.   
 

9. SENATE ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 
a. Appointments 

• Academic Ranking 
o Bonnell Curry – Assistant Professor 
o Luis Enriquez – Associate Professor 
o Sandra Robinson – Associate Professor 

 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the above faculty appointments.  Motion 
carried. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the October 2, 2008 Senate meeting at 4:35 p.m.  
Motion carried. 
          

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Ed Beyer Patricia A. Márquez Sandoval Kathy Moore 

Debra Feickert Sal Suarez Harish Rao 
Glenn Haller (proxy) Susan Knapp John Taylor 

Jack Halliday Scott Lee Shunnon Thomas 
Cynthia Kincaid Ty Mettler Dorothy Williams 

   
MEMBERS ABSENT GUEST PRESENT 

Frank Blua Susan Lowry Dr. Jackie Fisher 
Carolyn Burrell Candace Martin Diane Flores-Kagan 
Claude Gratton Terry Rezek Jennifer Gross 
Lee Grishman Sandra Robinson Sharon Lowry 
Sandra Hughes Kenan Shahla Karen Lubick 

  Heidi Preschler 
  Dr. Les Uhazy 

 




















































